
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 

LOOK TO JESUS AS THE SERVANT OF ALL
Maundy Thursday



2

ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI
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SERVICE NOTES FOR TODAY

Christ shows us the full extent of God’s love for us. The Church calls this day “Maundy” 
because of Jesus’ new command in the Gospel that his followers love one another. In 
some years, this service focuses on the fulfillment of the Passover; in others, the lessons 
zero in on the fulfillment of the New Covenant. This year, however, focus is on Christ’s 
command for humility and love. Christ shows the full extent of his love in both service 
and sacrifice. He loves us more than life and feeds us his flesh and blood to prove it. 
Reconciled to God through the flesh and blood of Christ, we follow his command to love 
each other through selfless service and sacrifice.

The liturgical color* for this Maundy Thursday is purple, as we solemnly realize our sin 
makes it impossible for us to win salvation outside of faith in Jesus.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (EHV®) are taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) 
copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Hymns and liturgy marked CW are from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  © 1993 Northwestern Publishing 
House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903 
126 “Lord Jesus, You Are Going Forth.” Text: 1941 Concordia Publishing House.

* The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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ORDER OF SERVICE  
 

WELCOME

OPENING SONG Glory Be to Jesus| CW 103

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C): Amen.

INSTRUCTION FOR THE END OF LENT
M: In this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked the path of 

suffering which led him to the cross for our salvation. We have also heard our 
Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil - all that keeps 
us from loving God and one another. This is the struggle to which we were 
committed at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our 
lives continue with us because of his love for us in Jesus our Savior.
Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. 
In the absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution we 
should not doubt but firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven before God in 
heaven, for it comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord.
We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be 
servants to each other, as Jesus became our servant. But we know we have failed in 
our call to love God and love others. Therefore let us confess our sins to God and 
ask him to forgive us. 

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you with 
all my heart. In what I have done and left undone, I have pursued my ways 
instead of your ways. I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself. For this 
I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. I am truly sorry for my 
sins. I repent of them. I beg your mercy, O Lord. 
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M: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For 
his sake, God forgives and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, you have forgiven and reconciled us to God. You have also 
promised us the power to forgive and love each other. Relying on your promises, 
let your peace rule in our hearts, in our words, and in our actions, so that we might 
continue to be reconciled to you and to each other. For you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirt, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen. 
Be seated.

The Word

FIRST LESSON Exodus 24:1-11
To dine with God, the blood of a sacrifice was needed.

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, along with 
Nadab and Abihu and seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship me from a distance. 
2 Only Moses is allowed to come near the LORD, but the others are not to come near, and 
the people are not to go up with him.”

3 Moses came and reported to the people all the words of the LORD and all the 
ordinances. Then all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words which 
the LORD has spoken we will do.” 4 Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD.

He got up early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain. He set 
up twelve memorial stones for the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 He sent young Israelite men, 
who offered whole burnt offerings and sacrificed fellowship offerings of cattle to the 
LORD. 6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and he splashed half of the 
blood on the altar. 7 He took the Book of the Covenant and read it out loud to the people 
and they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do. We will obey.”
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8 Moses took the blood and splashed it on the people. He said, “Look, here is the 
blood of the covenant, which the LORD made with you by means of all these words.”

9 Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up. 
10 They saw the God of Israel. Under his feet they saw what looked like a pavement of 
sapphire as clear as the sky. 11 The LORD did not lay his hand on the dignitaries of the 
people of Israel. They gazed at God, and they ate and drank. (EHV®)

After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 85
Read Responsively

C: I will hear what the Lord proclaims: peace to his people.

M:  You showed favor to your land, O LORD.
You restored Jacob.

C: You removed the guilt of your people.
You covered all their sin. 

M:  You put away all your wrath.
You turned from your burning anger.

C: Restore us, O God who saves us.
Put an end to your indignation with us.

M: Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you extend your anger through all generations?

C: Will you not turn and revive us,
so that your people may rejoice in you?

M: Show us your mercy, O LORD,
and give us your salvation.

C: I will hear what the Lord proclaims: peace to his people.

M: I will hear what the true God, the LORD, will say.
He indeed speaks peace to his people, to his favored ones,
but do not let them turn to foolish ways.

C: Surely his salvation is near for those who fear him,
so that glory may dwell in our land.
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M: Mercy and truth meet together.
Righteousness and peace kiss each other.

C: Truth springs up from the earth,
and righteousness looks down from heaven.

M: The LORD will indeed give good things,
and our land will yield its harvest.

C: Righteousness walks in front of him.
It prepares the way for his footsteps.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning,
Is now and will be forever. Amen.

C: I will hear what the Lord proclaims: peace to his people.

SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 11:23-28
God serves us by giving us his body and blood.

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you: The Lord Jesus, on the 
night when he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the 
same way, after the meal, he also took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new testament in 
my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be guilty of sinning against the Lord’s body and blood. 28 Instead, let a 
person examine himself and after doing so, let him eat of the bread and drink from the 
cup. (EHV®)

After the reading, the announcement is made:

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY   
M: By this men all will know that you are my disciples,
C: if you love one another. (John 13:35 NIV84)
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Please stand.
GOSPEL LESSON John 13:1-15, 34
The God of heaven saves us by serving us.

1 Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave 
this world and go to the Father. Having loved those who were his own in the world, he 
loved them to the end.

2 By the time the supper took place, the Devil had already put the idea into the heart 
of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus.

3 Jesus knew that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going back to God. 4 He got up from the supper and laid aside 
his outer garment. He took a towel and tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was 
wrapped around him.

6 He came to Simon Peter, who asked him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
7 Jesus answered him, “You do not understand what I am doing now, but later you 

will understand.”
8 Peter told him, “You will never, ever, wash my feet!”
Jesus replied, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with me.”
9 “Lord, not just my feet,” Simon Peter replied, “but also my hands and my head!”
10 Jesus told him, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet, but his 

body is completely clean. And you are clean, but not all of you.” 11 Indeed, he knew who 
was going to betray him. That is why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

12 After Jesus had washed their feet and put on his outer garment, he reclined at the 
table again. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call 
me Teacher and Lord. You are right, because I am. 14 Now if I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 Yes, I have given 
you an example so that you also would do just as I have done for you. 

34 “A new commandment I give you: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, so 
also you are to love one another.” (EHV®)

After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY                               Jesu Christ, O Blessed Savior | CWS 313
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SERMON - THE SERVANT'S LOVE MOVES US TO LOVING SERVICE

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

OFFERING
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the 
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

OFFERING HYMN Lord Jesus, You Are Going Forth | CW 126

M: Lord Jesus, you are going forth For me your life to offer,
For me, a sinner from my birth, Who caused all you must suffer.
So be it, then, My dearest Friend; I follow after, weeping,
Tears flowing free Your pain to see, Watch o’er your sorrows keeping.
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C: O soul, come hither and behold The fruit of your transgressions!
My burden is the curse of old And your sin my passion.
Now comes the night Of sin’s dread might; Your guilt I here am bearing.
Oh, weigh it, soul; I make you whole, No need now of despairing.

M: ‘Tis I, Lord Jesus, I confess, Who should have borne sin’s wages
And lost the peace of heav’nly bliss Through everlasting ages.
Instead you go To bear the blow, My punishment to carry.
Your death and blood Lead me to God; By grace I there may tarry.

C: O soul, I take upon me now The pain you should have suffered.
My death will your release allow; My gift is freely offered.
The curse I choose That you might lose Sin’s curse and guilt forever,
My gift of love From heav’n above. Will give you blessing ever.

C: What can I for such love divine To you, Lord Jesus, render?
No merit has this heart of mine; Yet while I live I’ll tender
Myself alone And all I own In love to serve before you.
Then when time’s past, Take me at last; In heav’n I shall adore you.

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Eternal Savior, we worship in the quiet of this precious evening, as you had gathered 

to sing and pray with your disciples long ago.
C: Help us grasp how wide and long and high and deep your love is and to know 

this love that surpasses understanding.
M: It was love for sinners that made you go willingly to the cross. Swords could have 

been drawn to protect you and angels summoned to deliver you; yet you did not 
allow it, because you were determined to serve the world with your perfect 
sacrifice—an offering of the guiltless for the guilty.

C: May we depend on nothing other than your willing love for the removal of our 
guilt and the forgiveness of our sins.

M: It was self-giving love that made you take the role of a servant and stoop to wash 
your disciples’ feet in the upper room. You set an example by which you would 
shatter pride and create humble servants out of all who follow you.

C: By your love, shatter our pride and make us always more willing to serve than to 
be served.
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M: It was love for your Father in heaven that prompted you to enter the Garden of 
Gethsemane and approach his heavenly throne in prayer. There you sought grace 
and mercy in your time of need. There he strengthened you to do the work for which 
you had come into this world. Teach us to go to the Father in every need, as you did.

C: Bless us with the grace and mercy to live out our lives in obedience and faith.
M: It was love for your disciples in every age that caused you to institute Holy 

Communion on this night so long ago. While, for a time, we are not able to gather in 
worship to partake of your mysterious and wonderful sacrament, we still cherish the 
promises that come through the power of your Word—your body and blood have 
indeed been given and poured out for the forgiveness of our sins. We look forward 
to the day when we can once again celebrate this sacrament with our brothers and 
sisters in the faith.

C: Bring that day about soon, Lord. 
M: May our anticipation of that day point us to the ultimate reunion of all your saints, 

when we will take part in your heavenly marriage feast and see you face-to-face. 
Hear and answer these and all other prayers, including the words we join to pray as 
you have taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
M: The altar is an ageless symbol in Christian churches around the world. It signifies 

Christ’s presence among us. As the altar is stripped, we see Christ’s suffering 
depicted for us in an artistic and solemn way:
† The lights will be dimmed to remind us of dark Gethsemane and of the darkness 

of Good Friday.
† The adornments on and around the altar will be removed. The altar will be left 

all alone, reminding us that Christ was left all alone in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.

† The candles will be extinguished and removed. This signifies how Christ’s life 
was snuffed out for sinners on the cross.
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† The paraments will be removed, and the altar will be left completely bare, 
reminding us of all that Christ endured for us, being left bare, alone, and lifeless 
on the cross.

† There will be no blessing, announcements, or post-service music. This is to help 
prepare our hearts for the solemnity of Good Friday.

† During the stripping of the altar, it is customary to hear the words of psalm 88. 
Please listen and ponder the message of the psalm and the message of this 
ceremony.

CLOSING PSALM SUNG BY PASTOR Psalm 88 (Tune CW 127)

1. O Lord God, the God who saves me; day and night I cry to You.
Turn Your ear to hear my anguish; may my prayer come before You.
For my soul is full of trouble, and my life draws near the grave;
I’m like those who lose all strength and sink to pits where none can save.

2. I am counted with the dying, like the dead already there;
Not remembered, even by You; fully cut off from Your care.
You have put me in the depths and in the lowest pit I’m cast;
Your wrath lies like weight upon me; with Your waves, I’m drowned at last.

3. You have taken close friends from me, made me be abhorred by them.
I am trapped, cannot escape and with much grief my eyes are dim.
Yet I daily call to You, Lord; I spread out my hands to You.
Will You show the dead Your wonders? Will the dead rise and praise You?

4. Is Your love declared in death and is Your faithfulness there found?
Are Your wonders known in darkness? Can Your righteousness abound?
Still I cry to You for help, Lord; in the morning my prayers rise.
Why, O Lord, do You reject me, hide Your face from my worn eyes?

5. From my youth, I’ve been afflicted, close to death and in despair,
And Your wrath has swept around me, terrors kept me from Your care.
All day long those fears surround me, and engulf me without end.
You take friends and loved ones from me; darkness is my closest friend.
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